Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #9 – Should I Tithe?


To tithe or not to tithe? That is often the question.

The Law of Moses regulated the giving aspect of Hebrew worship with the tithe. A strict ten percent offering of certain animals and produce was mandated, leaving little personal consideration to the worshiper himself. He could obey or disobey, but the amount he was supposed to give was etched in stone. 

To many modern preachers and worshipers, this sounds like the perfect system and yet even Old Testament experience shows that humanity can mar it (Malachi 1:8). The Jews imagined a loophole in their worship, by which they could offer to God their refuse and expect his approval. Their hearts were disconnected from their worship and they were simply going through the motions in the least expensive way imaginable (cf. Isaiah 1:10-20). God was not pleased. 

Jesus could have reformed the tithe and instituted it for his new covenant after the cross. Things that were lawful and approved prior to the cross were not necessarily added to the new testament of Jesus Christ. Animal sacrifice was left behind, as was incense burning, the Sabbath and instrumental music in worship. The apostle Paul described this transition as the abolition of “the law of commandments, contained in ordinances” which formerly separated Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:14-22). A parallel passage says the old law was taken out of the way and figuratively nailed to Christ's cross with him (Colossians 2:11-15). If we attempt to justify our actions or worship choices with the Law of Moses, we fall from grace (Galatians 5:4). 

The practice of the first century church was that each member laid something aside on the first day of the week, forming the treasury of the local congregation, from which it funded its evangelism, edification and benevolence work (First Corinthians 16:1-4, cf. Philippians 4:15-16, Acts 4:32-37). 

In regulating this offering, no apostle ever demanded anyone earmark 10 percent of his funds as the mandatory gift. Instead, the saint was commanded to “give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver” (Second Corinthians 9:7). The purpose in one's heart must also reflect the degree to which God has prospered him (First Corinthians 16:2). 

Because it is the first day of the week on which the saints made their offering, it is reasonable to conclude that this was part of their weekly assembly for worship, fellowship and communion (Acts 20:7). For this reason, the collection plate is passed every Sunday and only on Sunday in churches of Christ, so that each church's members can fund the work of God in that place. The worshiper is set free from the restrictions of the tithe and liberated to purpose in his own heart what he will give. 
1. Who paid the first tithe, and to whom? What is the amount of a tithe?
Abraham paid the first tithe to Melchizedek, priest of God. A tithe is 10%.


2. What things were tithed (Leviticus 27:30-33, Deuteronomy 14:22-23)? Who received benefit from the tithes (Numbers 18:21-32, Hebrews 7:5)?
Tithes included crops, fruit, oil, wine and animals. The Levitical priests benefited from the tithes because they did not own land due to their priestly roles.


3.  What was wrong with the tithing of the following people?
a. Post-Exile Hebrews (Malachi 3:8-10): They were withholding tithes.
b. Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14): He tithed for self-righteousness.
c. Pharisees and scribes (Matthew 23:23-24): Faithless heart.


4. How did God respond to people who offered their tithes, but from only 10% of their hearts (Isaiah 1:10-20)?
He rejected their offerings and called on them to repent and worship for real.


5. Because the Law of Moses was fulfilled and taken out of effect, tithing joins one of two groups. Either it joins animal sacrifice, incense burning and instrumental music in worship as unauthorized for the church, or it joins singing and prohibitions against murder and adultery as renewed for the church. To which group does tithing belong?
Tithing belongs to the former; it is not authorized for the church at all.


6. Instead of tithing, what did Paul command the Corinthians to do (First Corinthians 16:1-4)?
Paul commanded them to lay by in store some funds on Sunday as they had personally prospered, to fund the benevolent work that he was undertaking.


7. Examine the giving of the Macedonians (Second Corinthians 8:1-7). How is it characterized?
Their fellowship in ministering was liberal and even beyond their ability.


8. What further guidelines does Paul add to our giving (Second Corinthians 9:1-14)? Can our giving support evangelism, as well as benevolence (First Corinthians 9:14, Second Corinthians 11:8)?
A matter of generosity, not grudging obligation; purposed; cheerful; etc. Yes, Paul was supported to preach the gospel by church offerings.


9. What kind of investment is our offering (Matthew 6:19-24)?
We lay up treasure in heaven.

